


GPD History



GPD ςThe largest architectural & solar 
glass conference in the world

ÅOver 800 participants in 2011
ÅOver 1,800 presentations  from 1992 ς2011 
ÅOver 7,000 pages of technical documents published
ÅMeeting place for decision makers



GPD History- Number of Presentations
PresentationType Total

Oral 1103

Poster 466

Workshop 122

Total GPDFinland 1691

GPD China (2004-2009) 170

GPD India 2008 18

Grand Total 1879



GPD Participant Profiles



Participants 05-11  

2011: 835

2009: 845

2007: over 1000

2005: 850

GPD Audience 2005 - 2011



Participant Profiles in 2011



Opening Speeches 2011
Focus on Glass & Solar in Sustainable Development

Mr. Bruce J. Oreck
Ambassador of USA to Finland
Keynote speaker

Mr. Ralf Christian
CEO Siemens AG Energy Sector

Glass in the Build Environment

Smart Grid & Desertec ς
Turning the Vision into Reality



Opening Speeches 2011
Focus on Glass & Solar in Sustainable Development

Mr. Russell J. Ebeid
President Guardian Glass Group

No Time for the Timid

Prof. HannuTikka
Tampere University of Technology

GPD Architect Competition ς
Suomen Pankki Plaza 



GPD 2009 Opening Speakers
Focus on Solar & Glass technology

Avi Bremiller,
President & CEO, 
Solel

Leon Giesen,
CEO, Scheuten

Winfried 
Hoffmann,
President, EPIA

Eric Peeters,
Global Executive 
Director, Solar 
Business, Dow 
Corning 
Corporation

Johannes Segner,
COO, Solibro 
GmbH

Mauri Pekkarinen
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Finland



GPD 2007 Opening Speakers
All major glass makers first time together

Mr. Tomoaki Abe

Vice Chairman

Nippon Sheet Glass
www.nsg.co.jp

Mr. Russell Ebeid

President, Glass 

Group, Guardian 

Industries Corp.
www.guardian.com

Mr. Arthur Ulens

President AGC Flat Glass

and CEO Glaverbel
www.glaverbel.com

Plenary Speaker

on Saturday: 

Mr. Esko Aho

Former Prime Minister of

Finland, President of the

Finnish National Fund for

Researchand Development

(Sitra)



GPD 2003-2005 Opening Speakers

Å Mr. Paolo Scaroni
ï Group Chief Executive, Pilkington plc

Å Mr. Michael V. Robinson 
ï Director, Fiat Auto S.p.A.

Å Mr. Lorenzo Ramaciotti
ï General Manager, Pinifarina Studi e Ricerche S.p.A.

Å Mrs. Fiona Hall
ï 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ΩRapporteurΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ

Å Mr. Jacques AschenbroichSenior 
ï Vice President of Compagniede Saint-Gobain, Chairman and CEO of Saint-Gobain Vitrageand Managing Director of 

the Flat Glass Division of La Compagniede Saint-Gobain

Å Mr. Guy Lozach
ï Director of Vehicle Materials and Engineering Division PSA Peugeot Citroën

Å Mr. Eric Trösch
ï CEO and President GlasTröschHolding AG & EuroglasVertriebsGmbH



Other participating glass professionals

Å Glass manufacturers and processors

Å Glass architects / designers

Å Automotive designers / industry

Å Glass researchers and specialists

Å Window makers and glaziers

Å Universities

Å Façade builders

Å Machinery tools, software produces

Å Material suppliers

Å Solar glass industry



GPD Targets & Concept



1. To collectand distribute information for developing  and educating the 

glass industry

2. To find new uses for glass

ω To promote energy efficiency ςglass technology

ω To distribute solar & glass technology know-how

3. To providea starting pointfor future innovations and their 

commercialization

4. To createco-operation networksbetween architects, designers, research 

institutes, universities and the glass & solar industries

5. To providea platform for face-to-face interaction

6. To bea leading source of technical glass information

Targets of GPD



Concept of GPD
1. Leading conferencein the global glass industry (17-20 

(14-17 June 2013, Finland)

2. Glass product exhibition (17-20 

(14-17 June 2013, Finland)

3. Workshops (16-17 

(14-17 June 2013, Finland)

4. Architectural Competition (*New in GPD!)

5. Architect Forum 

6. Solar and Energy Efficiency Park (*New in GPD!)

7. CEOs Lunch/ Networking Meeting 

8. Versatile evening activities ςNetworking



Main Conference Topics



Workshops

Å 4-8 hours practical courses focusing on one specific 
subject providing
ï in-depth knowledge of different topics to participants

ï answers or solutions to raised questions

ï Over 16 workshops were held in GPD 2011

Å They are held both before & during the conference

Å Subjects in 2011 included:
ï Laminating of heat treated and other speciality glass

ï Coated glass ςapplications and markets

ï Glass tempering process (level 1 & 2)

ï Basics of glass coating processes

ï Cutting, grinding, washing: steps in float glass processing

ï Solar



General GPD Program Structure
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

10 Different
Workshops

10 Different
Workshops 

9:00 -13:00                
WS: The Future of the 

Architectural Glass 
Industry

13:30 -15:00
CEO Lunch/ 
Networking

5 Parallel Sessions 

Workshops

5 Parallel Sessions 

Workshops

5 Parallel Sessions 

Factory Tours 15:30
Opening Ceremony

Factory Tours Factory Tours

16:45
GPD Architect 
Competition ð

Suomen Pankki Plaza

17:00 -19:30

City Reception

19:45 -22:30

Get Together Evening

19:45 -23:00

Conference Dinner

20:00 -02:00
Farewell Party 



Glass Expo 
Open only to GPD delegates

Å Held concurrently with the conference,
the expoprovidecompaniesa platform:

ï to show-caseor launchproducts,servicesand
know-how to conferencesattendees

ï for gettingnew business/partners



Glass Expo 2011 ςExhibitors 
Å Ausfenex

Å Beneq

Å Bohle AG

Å Bridgestone Industrial Limited / N-
Sorelle

Å BystronicGlass

Å Cimec

Å Dow Corning Europe SA

Å Dr. Schenk

Å FraunhoferInstitute for Surface 
Engineering and Thin FilmsIST 

Å GlasidAG

Å GlasStressLtd

Å GlastonOyjAbp

Å HeglaGmbH & Co. KG

Å HÜTTINGER ElektronikGmbH + Co. KG

Å InterpaneGlasIndustrieAG

Å ISRA Vision

Å LeyboldOptics GmbH

Å LUMON

Å MÄKELÄ ALU

Å Mir Stekla

Å PhotoSolar A/S

Å RITEC International

Å Safety Glass Experts

Å SefarAG

Å SikaServices AG

Å SoftecoOy



Glass Expo 2011 ςExhibitors 

Å Soleras Ltd

Å Sputtering Components

Å Valkeakoski

Å ValmetAutomotive

Å W. Haldenwanger

Å van DijkenGlasB.V.

Å Vesuvius France SA

Å Vindico

In 2011 Glass Expo had 34 exhibitors from 
11 different countries!



Energy Efficiency and Solar Park  
(*new in GPD)

Å SorsapuistoTampere, 17-18 June 2011

Å Targeted to consumers and glass industry professionals, was built in 2011 for the very first time.

Å Showed different applications of renewable energy sources, energy efficient solutions in buildings as 
well as safety and security glasses.

Å It provided exhibitors an excellent opportunity to introduce knowledge and products not only to the 
glass industry professionals, but to the general public as well (no entrance fee into the park).



GPD Architect Competition
Glass Pavilion for the SuomenPankkiPlaza

(*new in GPD)

Å Objective: to create a new, high quality landmark 
in a central location in Tampere 

Å Pavilion is the first part of a series of glass structures 
to enrich the cityscape

Å Competitors have at their disposal the entire glass 
product range enabled by the current glass 
manufacturing technologies and processes

Å Competition jury emphasizes the general quality of 
the solution and the functionality of the design

Sponsored by:

http://www.gpd.fi/en/
http://www.glaston.net/en/
http://www.finnpark.fi/


Architect Competition 
2011 Proposals

657123 GPT-03

Design by 
Mr. Keith Boswell, 
Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill LLP

Design by 
Prof. Werner Sobek, 
Werner Sobek Stuttgart 
GmbH & Co. KG



Architect Competition 
2011 Proposals

Luminous Grove Magnolia

Design by 
ALA Architects Ltd

Design by 
Mr. James Carpenter, 
James Carpenter Design 
Associates Inc. 



Architect Competition 
2011 Winner

Magnolia

ALA Architects Ltd.



ÅCEO Lunch

Investor Forum

Workshop:
The Future of Architectural Glass Industry

(*new in GPD)



Evening Networking Activities

Å Designed to make networking easy
ï in unique, relaxed & entertaining settings



Evening Networking Activities



Organizers & Supporters

ÅGlastonis the main organizer 

Å Industry Supporters include

ïDifferent glass companies 

ïGlass industry associations

ïInternational press

Ånormally, over 30 international glass & solar glass magazines

ÅThis makes GPD an industry event and not just a conference 
or sales event

More information at www.gpd.fi

http://www.gpd.fi/


Industrial sponsors & supporters 2011

ORGANIZED BY

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

SUPPORTERS



Other GPD events & services



Description

Å GPD China is a smaller conference 
held annually in China in conjunction 
with China Glass Exhibition

Å Concentrating on Asian Markets

Å Held alternately between the cities of 
Beijing and Shanghai

Å Next one in Shanghai,  
March 31 ςApril 1, 2012

GPD China history
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